






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Changing Concept of the World after Death in Japan
by Hiroo SATO
The Japanese medieval worldview, which saw this world as a temporary 
lodging in which to dwell before arriving in the far otherworldly pure land 
began to show signs of transition and change from the 14th century. From this 
point onward, the sense of reality attributed to the world of the other shore 
rapidly faded, and the priorities in people’s concerns and religious values 
shifted in emphasis from the other world to this one. They no longer held the 
ideal of arriving in a distant other world after death. Instead, they now hoped 
to enjoy the life of this world to the fullest, and after death to sleep peace-
fully in some corner of it where they could continue to live in some way with 
their descendants.
This can be understood in terms of a decline, a shrinking of the world 
of the other shore and a commensurate expansion in the significance of this 
world. A process of modernization and secularization of society also began in 
the early modern period, and continued through to the modern period. More 
so now than the path of salvation in a world to come, people came to choose 
the path of giving priority to experiencing a full and happy life in this world.
The secularization of the other world as well as of this world continued. 
The image of Buddha vanished from the scenes of the other shore. The chat-
ting dead depicted in Mukasari-ema or Kuyo-egaku, votive memorial paint-
ings dedicated to the dead, is a consequence of the secularization of society 
in the Japanese islands.
